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Nos. CXXVIIL 


The Prompter.  . 








Hoc Fonte derivata Clades 
In Patriam, Populumque fluxit. 


Hence folely, zs obferu'd to flow 


All the dire Ills, the Stage can know. 


Hor: 





FRIDAY, JANUARY 30. 1736. 
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@ HE Saying attributed to the 
@ late Mr. Booth, viz. That 
empty Boxes were the great- 
eft Difzrace the Stage could 
Juffer, has, by being made 
the Managers regular Apo- 
logy, done more Differvice 
to the Stage than any one 
Thing I know. 





Tue Conttant Rotation of old Plays, having, by 
Experience, been found, to bring on THAT DIs- 
GRACE, Our Managers inftead of providing in time 
a frefh and conftant Supply of ‘New Oxes, have cal- 
led in the Aid of Paxtomime, and to prevent one 
Evil, have incurred a greater, viz. A Corruption of 
the Publick Tafte, which muft end in the Downfal 
of The Stage. 


Ir is alledged in favour of Pantomime, that the 
Town requires it, as Experience has fhewn this Sea- 
fon, in the Cafe of the Gentleman at the Head of 
the New Theatre in Covewt-Garden, who, except- 
ing the Days Mrs. Porter perform’d, and the firft of 
Mr. Delane’s Appearance there, has acted to Thin 
Houfes, or elfe been obliged to difmifs, till Friday 
laft, when he was agreeably pleafed to find his Ex- 
pectations confirm’d by an overflowing Houle, oc- 
cafioned by Pantomime only. 


I wit allow the whole of the Argument, pro- 
vided, in return, it be allow’d me, That the Ivtro- 
duction of Pantomime, was the Occation of Plays 
becoming lefs entertaining than they were before, 
and not filling the Houfes as ufual: and that an Au- 
dience now, will not go home {fatisfy’d, unlefs the 
Good Impreffions made, and Generous Sentiments im- 
bib’d, during the Play, are quite worn out, and 
erasd by the rita Pantomime. Were, ex 
paffant, \et me juft-obferve, what a general Corrup- 
tion is convey’d by Pantomiine to the Minds of a 
Whole People, who are taught not to bring any thing 
from the Theatre, that might inftruct or improve, 
but fuffer 2 Play’s Leffox, in hopes of having the Ef- 
feét forcibly driven from them before they rife, and 
themfelves left free to retain the pleafing Transfor- 
mations introduced only to favour the Efcape of that 
notorious Cuckold-Maker Harlequin. 


Ir is next alledged, that it would be unreafonable 
to expect a Manager fhould act to certain Lo/s, or 
lefs Profit ; and that it is evident, the acting of Paz- 
tomimes bring in double what mere Plays would do. 


Two Anfwers (befides That already given) may 
be made to this. The firft, That tho’ the Proprie- 
tors of 2 Patent (to confider the Managers in no 
other Light at prefent) are juftified in making the 
greateft Advantages of a Patent, they are not to em- 
ploy it to Purpofes it was not originally defigned for, 
and which difgrace the Giver. 


Tue fecond, That afPatent given for the Exhi- 
bition of Dramatick Reprefentations to a People, is 
not to be confider’d as having no other View but that 
of putting Money in the Pockets of the Patentees ; 
but that the Intent and Meaning of it is this, * That 


om 


* as the Publick Pleafures of a People, return a large 
* Profit to thofe who take upon them the Charge 
and Conduct of them, The Patent, in that view, 
vefts particular Perfons with a Power of exhibiting 
fuch Reprefentations as will produce fuch a Re- 
turn of Profitto Them.’ Now a Patent, for re- 
prefenting Dramatick Pieces, on a Theatre called 
The Theatre Royal, requires that Tragedy, Come- 
dy, and Farce, (that is the lower Species of Comedy) 
with Dancing, or Singing between the Acts, fhould 
be the principal Shews, by which the People fhould 
be entertained, and the Return come in To THE 
Manacer. When this is nor done, It is employ’d 
for Purpofes it was not originally defigned for, and 
diferaces the Giver. ry 
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But Plays alone will not bring in fuch Proft ; 
the People will not come to fee them, and the Ma- 
nager muft lofe by the Patezt, unlefs he adds Pan- 
tomime. 


Tue Senfe of this is, The People’s Tafte has been 
corrupted by Pantomime, and that Corruption mutt 
be fed on, ull it grows quite vitiated, and receive its 
Sanction from  Roval Pasine No regard muft be 
had to the Figure our Stage makes, with thofe of the 
Nations round us, and that which I[t will make in 
Hiftory, becaufe, forfooth, our Managers won’t put 
Money enough in their Pockets. A pretty Reafon 
for any Nariozal Concern ! But what makes the 
Abfurdity of it ftill more flagrant, is, that the Fact is 
falfe. 


WITHOUT entring into the particular Detail of 
all the Expenfes attending the Theatre, it is cer- 
tain that the extraordinary Number of Pantomime- 
Perfons, together with their Salaries, Dreffes, Scenes, 
and Machinery (all abfolutely needlefs without Pan- 
tomime) iricreafe the Expenfe of each Night*25 or 
30/. ata Medium. Now where the Difference as 
to Profit, whether a Manager acts toa 90 /. Houfe, 
at 30/. Expenfe, or to an 120 /, Houfe at 6o /. lies, 
I own, Ican’t fee. I believe an 120/. Houfe toan 
Entertainment, thro’ the whole of its Run, is a fair 
Computation, anda go0/. Houfe for mere Plays, as 


juft. 


But the People will not come to fee Plays only. 
Not while they are encourag’d to expect Paptominie, 
But I wou’d ask thofe who maintain this Argument, 
What would become of that Number of People, that 
conitantly {pend the Hours between Six and 'Ten, at 
a Play-houfe, if Panxtomime were abolithed ? Would 
they ftay at home? No: Believe me, befides the 
Pleafure of the Reprefentation, there will always be 
Reafons enough to make the Fa/bionable and Gay, 
frequent Play-houfes. What will they do then ? 
Why they ll come to Plays as vig? and, after a 
little Time, the Manager’s Profit will rife to an ex- 
ceffive Height, by this very great Saving. 


THE two principal Reafons, then, for the Con- 
tinuation of Pantomime, are, That the People zow 
require it, and that it puts Money in the Pockets o; 
the Managers, which, it is faid, Plays will not a; 
plentifully do. Ihave already anfwered both, an { 
{hall now proceed to fhew the evil Confequences re . 
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biting from Pantomime, which I defy them to at- 
fwer. / 


_ First (but That has already been obferved) -It 
wipes away all the Impreffions made by the Play,,and 
leaves the Mind of the Auditor UN-BENEFITED: It 
is (to ufeno very pleafing Image) like taking an Eme- 
tick,. immediately. upon a Dofe.of Phyfick,. to.pre- 
vent the Good of its Operation, by making you 
throw it up, before It can work. 


Secondly, THe Stage has, in all Ages, been looked 
upon asa School,.where riper Perfons may receive 
Leffons for their Conduct, or may divert themfelves 
by feeing Follies ReaL in Life, expofed in the Cha- 
racters of fictitious Perfons, and from thence derive, 
by way of Delight, a negative Inftruction to them- 
felves. .Thetwo Means of conveying thefe different 
kinds of Inftruction, are Tragedy and Comedy. To 
introduce a Diflike to either, the immediate Effect of 
Pantomime, is fapping the Foundations of the Stage, 
and difperfing Corruption through the. Minds of a 
whole Beople, by rendering the beft Means of Re- 
formation (Pleafure mix’d with Monition) lefs pro- 
ductive of its Effect, and turning the Inclinations of 
the Speétators to covet the Sight of Feats of A(fi- 
vity, from whence no Inftruction can. be derived, 
or abfurd Transformations for more abfurd Purpofes, 
rather than to hear the nobleft Sentiments expreft 
with Propriety and Beauty, or Humours and Cha- 
racters expofed with Wit, and genteel Raillery. 


. Thirdly, Ir debafes the Stage, and finks it to the 
loweft Species of Entertainment. It makes THAT, 
which fhou’d be an Hozour to a Nation, an Infamy. 
Our Neighbour Nation, France (as contemptible as 
we are pleafed to think it) has too juft and noble a 
Notion of What the Stage is, to admit any Repre- 
fentation on Their’s but Tragedy, Comedy, or Farce. 
For which Reafon, after the Greek and Roman Stage, 
the French claims the Right of Excellence, which 
we might, if we were Proof againft the Force of 
Corruption, conteft with them. M. Voltaire, du- 
ring the fhort Stay he made among us, is a ftrong 
Example, that he thought fome Exgh/h Pieces not 
unworthy bane tranfplanted on the Stage of France. 
They have indeed a Theatre, on which Harlequin 
exerts his Talents: But Their Harlequin, at Times, 
might make fome of our Comedies blufh, in being 
more moral, more chafte, and more rationally plea- 
fing ; and what is now called, The New Italian 
Comedy, treads on the Heels of true Comedy. In- 
ftead of finking their principal Stage, they are every 
Dy fn ing the lower. I forbear the Parallel of our 
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Tue next Evil flowing from the fpreading of 
Pantomime, and is no flight one, affects the very 
Heart of the Stage, The AcTors, 


with theirs. 


Tue Actors ate a Body as little blind to their In- 
terefts as their Head. Without a great Reach of 
Thought, they can eafily forefee, that when once 
their Art falls into» Contempt, their Talent will 
fall fhort of its Reward. If Plays lofe the Power 
- of pleafing, by the fuperior Charms of Pantomime, 
the Confequence is plain. But this is not all: In- 


ftead of exerting their Power, they will, by refed 
how little regard is had to the Pains they take, leare 
te take none at all, and become tame vocal Pupters, 

obliged to utter Words put in their Mouths ; but not 

wunder any Neceffity of perfonating Charafters 
which no longer pleafe. * And who can blame them 3 
I need not mention, that this Way of thinking tends 
directly. to. the Deftruction of -the Art itlf ‘and-b 
a not forced, to the utter Ruin of the 

tage. 


ANOTHER Evil arifing from the Diftafte Panto. 
mime occafions: for Plays, touches Authors, and 
merits a particular Difguifition,.. which I may give ir 
in a future Paper; I fhall content myfelf, for the 
prefent, with obferving, That a new Play, brought 
on by itfelf, cannot make Head againft Pantomime : 
and that as each Houte. ftrives. to-diftrefs-the other. 
the firft new Play thar fhall appear,, will havea Bar. 
tery of Pantomime levelled againft it, and mutt re- 
ceive (perhaps its Death) Went thro” its maked 
Sides : That if Poets do not receive the Aid of Pan- 
tomime to {upport their new Pieces, it is a monftrous 
Injuftice to tax them with the Charge of it; for thus 
it will {tand with them: They contribute to the Ex- 
tra-Charge of Pantomime, which Pantomime is .em- 
ploy'd to take away the Tafte of the Publick to New 
Plays: That is, They pay for a Kzife to cut their 
own Threats. 


I THEREFORE once more refer this Point to 
the Contideration of the Managers, and advife them, 
as an impartial Prompter, to give Poets the Option 


of Pamxtomime to their Plays, or the Deduétion of ° 


the Extra-Charze, as they are no wife. inftrumental 
in ie on the execrable Tafte now fo prevalent 
among People of all Degrees. 


I pip propofe to confider fome Methods for re- 
mage 3 this prepofterous Condition of the Stage, 
in this Day’s Paper; but the Subject of Pantémime 
expanded itfelf fo much, as I examined it, that it 
has infenfibly taken up the whole Compafs of my 


Paper. 


I sHALL therefore conclude with one Method, in 
their own Power, referving thofe out of their Pow- 
er, fora Cafe of Neceffity and that is, THat 
‘THEY WOULD MUTUALLY RESOLVE,NEXT YEAR, 
TO BANISH USURPING PANTOMIME FROM BOTH 
HousEs,AND RESTORE TO THE STAGE ITs TRUE 
AND RIGHTFUL Monarcus, TRAGEDY AND Co- 
MEDY, decorated with Dance, or Song, and enli- 
vend by Farce. 

P. 


ys ‘ 

P.S. THE Reverend Captain, deceas’d, having 
already finifh’d his fhort Courfe, and /ain himfelf, 
now fleeps with his Fathers. *His Behaviour in dy- 
ing thew’d even Death could not cure his Itch of 
nibbling, as long as he had a Tooth inhis Head: But, 
As he liv’d, he dy. ”" 





Thus by the Chimney Fire, a Monkey lay, ~ 
And, in Deaths Agonies, remembring Play, 
Crawl'd o’er to Pufs, who flept on 2’ather Side, 
And having bit his Tail, CAME BACK AND Dy’D. 
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